EVKOZI 16. VASARNAP

A "JO" (a bliza) és a "ROSSZ" (a konkoly) ellentéte és harca jellemzi
egész ¢letiinket €s egész vilagunkat, és ez a kettd pontosan elkiilonithetd
egymastol. A konkolyrol szol6 példabeszéd valaszt ad arra, hogy honnét
van a rossz a vildgban? Persze ehhez tudnunk kell, hogy a konkoly, mint
kal4dszos novény kiilséleg hasonlit a buzahoz.

Jézus ezért elutasitja a gyomlalok buzgosagat: "Hagyjatok, had néjon mindkettd
egyiitt!" -mondja. (Mt 13,24-43). De ezzel nem azt akarja tanitani, hogy nincs
kiilonbség a biin és az erény kozott! Ellenkezdleg: "A konkoly nem Isten miive, nem
Isten szandéka, hanem a satané!" O veti a konkolyt sziviinkbe és lelkiinkbe: a biint- és
a kisértéseket oda csempészi a jo buza koz¢! Ezeknek a szétvalasztasat Isten fenntartja
maganak az itélet napjaig. O mint Teremtd, szabad akaratot adott az embernek,
amelyet rosszra €s jora egyarant felhaszndlhat. De Isten irgalmas is: aki id6t ad a blinds
szamara, hogy megtérjen. O a rosszbdl is tud jot kihozni. Minket is tiirelemre és
irgalomra tanit.

Miivelni €s nevelni a vetést, ¢s megvarni a beérest tiirelemmel: ez a feladatunk.
Irgalmas nevelés a "gyomlalas" helyett! Ez a lényege Jézus mai evangéliumi
tanitasanak! Nem a gyomlalas ¢€s a kezek ereje vezet mindig eredményre! Mert Isten a
sajat képmasara teremtett minket embereket irgalmas sziviieknek, €s azért kell
irgalmassagot gyakorolni embertarsainkkal, hogy Isten is irgalmas legyen irantunk.
Nekiink is arra kell torekedniink, hogy Isten Orszaga novekedjék benniink és
novekedjék a vilagban, legyen meg az O akarata a Mennyben és a Foldon egyarant.
Kérjiik imainkban, hogy az O tanitdsanak "tiszta buzajat" el ne nyomija lelkiinkben a
"blinok konkolya" és adja meg nekiink a bolcsesség erényét, hogy meg tudjuk
kiilonboztetni a jot a rossztdl és igy a végsd napon valasztottai kozott
lehessiink. A m e n.

SZENT JAKAB APOSTOL

Julius 25-¢én iinnepeljiik Szent Jakab apostol tinnepét. Lélekben zardndokoljunk
el Santiago de Compostelaba, ahol sirjat 6rzik. Lélekben megjarjuk az El Caminot,
amely a kozépkorban és ma is vonzza a foldi élet vandorat. Az els6 apostol vértanu, akit
Herddes Agrippa végeztetett ki Jeruzsalemben, hiteles kdozbenjaronak bizonyult.

SZENT JOAKIM ES SZENT ANNA

Julius 26-an Szent Joakimot és Szent Annat, a Boldogsagos Sziiz Maria sziileit
tinnepeljiik. Szent An-na és férje, Szent Joakim a gyermeket kérd és vard hitvesek
kozbenjaroja.

SZENT MARTA
Julius 29-én Szent Marta emléknapja lesz. A hdzi-asszonyok véddszentjének
napjan jo lenne, ha emlékezetlinkbe idéznénk a ndk otthont teremtd hivatasat Szent
Marta, jarj kozben értiink, hogy hliségesen szolgéaljuk Urunkat a rank bizottakban!
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Nap/Day 1do/Time Miseszandék/Intention Kéri/Requested By
July 23 [10:00AM| Mocsan Ilike mielobbi felgyogyulasaért Baratai
July 30 [10:00AM Katona Antalné Katona Csalad

Valaszos zsoltar: Urunk, édes Isteniink,

mennyire jo vagy hozzank!
Enekek: 226-1-2, 226-5-6, 139, 140, 155, 306, 178.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Stephen King of Hungary Church serves
the spiritual needs of all Catholics in our
neighborhood, regardless of ethnicity, and
also welcome all Hungarians who want to
pray in their language and keep their
cultural traditions alive!

PARISH COLLECTIONS
July 16th: $ 285.00
Please support your Parish!
May God bless your generosity!

In your prayers, please remember these parishioners or relatives

and friends of parishioners who are sick and in need of God’s heal- 1\\\&
ing grace: Baksay Istvan, Matyas Karoly, Joseph Toth, AW
Domokos Maria, Jacques Yez, Serfecz Jozsef, Neubauer Joszef, \ W
Babochay Andras, Jurasits Maria, Krémer Klara, Szabé Terike, 1,04

Maikos Anna, Vajda Annus, Schrantz Rézsi, Kolonits Olga,
Mocsan Ilike, Dobovanszky Imre.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ We will be praying the ro-
sary every Sunday morning at
9:30 before Mass. All are wel-
come to pray with us.
+ Confession time is available
before mass on Sunday.
+ Today, July 23rd, coffee
and pastries will be served af-
ter mass. Also, today is the
Hungarian Club annual picnic.
+ On August 20th we'll
celebrate the Feast of St.
Stephen, also there will be
our 83rd anniversary. Mass
will be at 11 o' clock followed
by lunch.
+ Please report any changes in
address or phone number to
the office.
+Sunday mass intentions for
our loved ones can be re-
quested in the office.
+ Summer vacation season has
begun, please do not forget
about Sunday mass wherever
you may go. Please mail your
church donations to our parish
address. We wish everyone a
pleasant vacation, and wish
safe travels to all.
+ To learn more about our
events, visit
www.stephenchurch.org.

MISSION APPEAL AT ST. STEPHEN ON AUGUST 6!

Fr. Antoine Leason, SVD of the Divine Word Missionaries will be with us on
August 6, 2017 to celebrate Mass and speak about the work of the Divine Word Mis-
sionaries. The Divine Word Missionaries are an international Religious Community of
missionary Priests and Brothers who serve in 70 countries helping to build chapels,
celebrate the sacraments, and spread the Word of God in the remote mission communi-
ties. Over 6,000 active missionaries travel to the far corners of the world building hos-
pitals to care for the sick, educating the poor, teaching the hungry to farm, and

HIRDETESEK
+ Rozsaflizért imddkozunk minden vasarnap a Szent-
mise el6tt 9:30-kor.
+ Szentgyonas van minden vasdrnap a Szentmise elott!
Régi j6 templomtagunk, Vajda Rudi hossza
betegség utan visszaadta lelkét Teremtd)é-
nek.Oszinte részvétlinket fejezzuk ki felesege-
nek, Annuskanak és az egész Csaladnak. A jo
Isten adjon Rudinak a sok szenvedés utan
orok nyugodalmat. R.I.P. Imddkozzunk lelkitidvéért!
+ Ma, Julius 23, Szentmise utan siitemény €s kavé less.
Ugyan csak ma van a Magyar Klub évi nagy Piknikje.
Szeretettel hivnak mindenkit.
+ Augusztus 6 - MISSION SUNDAY Fr. Antoine
Leason Verbita atya lesz a vendégiink, aki beszamol a
szerzet munkajarol. Joszandéku adomanyaikat eldre is
koszonjiik.
+ Augusztus 20-an lesz a templomunk bucsuja, ugyan
akkor iinnepeljitk Egyhazkoz-ségiink 83-ik évfor-
duldjat. Szentmise 11 oratol lesz, majd diszebédre
hivjuk a kedves hiveket.
+ Kérjiik, hogy akinek cime, vagy telefonszama meg-
valtozott, jelentse be az iroddban.
+ Vasarnapra szentmiséket kérhetnek szereteik elékére.
Kérjiik jelentkezzenek az iroddban.
+ Egyediilallo magyar férfi- templomtagunkkeresi
olyan magyar holgy tarsasagat, aki segitségére lenne a
napi teend6kben. Erdeklddjenek este 66 utan a kovet-
kez6 szamon: 847-674-0167
+ Megkezdddott a nyari vakacid ideje, kérjiik ne felet-
kezzenek el Szentmisét hallgatni bArmerre vannak.
Templomi adomanyaikat kérjiik postazzak templomunk
cimére. Kellemes nyaralast, biztonsagos utazast
kivanunk mindenkinek!

providing life’s necessities like drinkable water, food, and shelter. We help people ne-
glected and forgotten by society to build a better future and foster vibrant Catholic com-
munities of service and faith around the world. Fr. Antoine is originally from Jackson,
Mississippi and he has worked as a missionary on the Island of Montserrat in the Carib-
bean and in the Inner Cities of New Orleans, Lafayette, Louisiana and Indianapolis,
Indiana. Fr. Leason has also been the Pastor at St. Elizabeth Parish in Chicago. This
Mission Appeal is part of the Mission Coop Program of our Archdiocese. Please be
generous in the second collection to help support the missionary work of the Divine
Word Missionaries. Their missionaries work in some of the most difficult areas of our
world.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Dear Parishioners,

The imagery of today’s gospel reminds us that God loves us even if t
there are “weeds” within us! Despite our imperfections and sin God still
hangs onto us and will not abandon us. He doesn’t like our sin at all but he
loves us. Jesus hung on the cross as a result of being tortured by human be-
ings. He still did not condemn humankind. Instead he cried out, “Father, for-
give them, they know not what they do.” Sometimes, thinking we are too un-
worthy because of our sinfulness, we presume that God does not love us. We have to
avoid this type of thinking and realize instead that our merciful God is constantly at
work in us drawing us closer to himself and helping us to be holier people. At the end of
our lives God will draw out the good in us and destroy the bad. Throughout our lives we
must strive to grow out of our sinfulness and mature as Catholic Christians who have
our faith as our highest priority.

Another way to look at the imagery in today’s gospel is that there are “flowers” in
the world as well as “weeds”. We want to strive to receive the goodness of God as much
as we can on a daily basis so that indeed we are not weeds in God’s garden but flowers.
We cannot let the weeds in the world choke us off as God’s flowers. All of this poetic
imagery points toward some pretty somber facts. First, there is a devil and he is very
real and we have to make sure we are never cooperating with him in bringing evil and
destruction to the world through sinful acts of greed, racism, violence, lust, and what
have you. Secondly, even though as Catholics we believe that human nature is basically
ordered toward good we have a propensity to sin which leads to the proliferation of evil
in the world. Few people say, “I think I will cooperate with the devil today!” Instead our
cooperation with the devil starts through living haphazard lives whereby we are making
impulsive decisions without prayerfully reflecting beforehand on the consequences of
our actions.

We need help fighting off the devil. That’s why we need to take to heart St.
Paul’s words in the second reading, “The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness...”
God is always there to save us from our sin and draw us closer to himself. It’s about be-
ing humble enough to admit our weakness and our dependency on God. As Robert Zoel-
lick once said, “All of us make mistakes. The key is to acknowledge them, learn, and
move on. The real sin is ignoring mistakes, or worse, seeking to hide them.”

In God’s love,

Father Michael Knotek
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