
 

Dear Parishioners, 
Are you in a good mood right now? With Christmas coming we all 

should be! However, todayôs Gospel from Matthew 3: 1-12 seems a bit de-
pressing for this time of the year. John the Baptist is calling us to repent for 
our sins right now. Who wants to focus on sin during the Christmas season? 
Rather than depressing us, these words are meant to encourageus to keep the 
spiritual season of Advent alive. As Catholic Christians we see the urgent 
need to spiritually prepare ourselves for Christ to reborn in our hearts and in 
our world this Christmas. Take time with this Gospel reading to see and feel the truth of 
John the Baptistôs words especially: ñHe will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.ò 
Our baptism has empowered us to be special people in the world. The light of Christ shines 
through us. The image of fire is used in a way that reminds us that Jesus is always clean-
sing us and purifying us making us better and holier people.  

It is not depressing to think of the compassion that Jesus has for each of us or how 
much he wants to be at home with each one of us. Well, just like we have to clean our 
homes to get ready for our Christmas guests so we have to clean our hearts for Jesus to be 
reborn within them this Christmas. Itôs not that Jesus is merely visiting us at Christmas. He 
was born within us at baptism and remains with us always. However, sin diminishes the 
presence of Jesus within us making it imperative that we seek Godôs forgiveness through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Through prayer, penance and works of charity during 
Advent we have the opportunity to have the presence of Jesus grow and expand within us 
so that when December 25 comes itôs not just a date on the calendar but itôs a spiritual ex-
perience. 

Spend some time this week praying over Psalm 72 that we used at Mass this week-
end particularly with the refrain, ñJustice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace 
forever.ò Thereôs way too much violence and confusion in our world. Let us make this Ad-
vent season a holy preparation for Christ to be reborn within us and within our world this 
Christmas.  

I pray that each of us here at Stephen King of Hungary may be the very means 
through which Jesus brings more of his peace into the world this Christmas! 

In Godôs love, 
Father Michael Knotek 

         ¦nnepek 
December 6. - SZENT MIKLčS P¦SP¥K 
December 7. - SZENT AMBRUS P¦SP¥K 
December 8. - A BOLDOGSĆGOS SZţZ MĆRIA SZEPLŕTELEN FOGANTATĆSA 

IMÁDSÁG TANÚSÁGTÉTELÉRT  
         Tan²ts meg engem, Uram, hogy mindig dicsŖs®gedet, igazs§godat ®s akaratodat 
hirdessem. Ne csak pr®dik§ci·kkal, ne csak szavakkal, hanem p®ld§mmal is, annak ti-
tokzatos erej®vel ®s megnyerŖ hat§s§val, amit teszek. Add, hogy az ®letszents®g §ltal 
l§ss§k meg rajtam az emberek, hogy hozz§d hasonl²tok ®s t¼l§rad bennem a szeretet, amely 
sz²vemet fel®d ragadja.                   John Henry Newman 
 

 


